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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The holiday season is here and that means many will be 

decorating their homes. The decorations add a much-needed 

bright spot for many as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 

impact communities, not only here in Illinois, about across the 

world. According to the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) more than two of every five home decoration fires occur 

due to decorations being placed too close to a heat source. More 

than one-third of home decoration fires are started by candles. 

The NFPA also reports that US fire departments responded to an 

average of 780 home structure fires per year that began with 

decorations between 2013-2017. 

More than half of home decoration fires in December are started 

by candles. Candle fires peak in December and January ranked second. The top three days for 

home candle fires are Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and New Year’s Eve. On Average, 22 

home candle fires were reported each day between 2013-2017. Before you head to bed or out 

for the evening, extinguish all lit candles. 

After a busy cooking day on Thanksgiving, before firing the oven back up preparing the next 

holiday meal, make sure to clean it! In case of an oven fire, turn off the oven and keep the door 

closed until it is cool. Clean cook tops as left-over grease can catch fire. Thanksgiving is the peak 

day for home cooking fires, but Christmas and Christmas Eve follow closely behind. 

The OSFM will once again be hosting the Keep the Wreath Red Campaign at our offices in 

Springfield and Chicago. This campaign raises awareness about the importance of fire safety 

during the holiday season (December 1st through January 2nd). Unfortunately, last year 15 lives 

were lost in fire related incidents during the holiday season in Illinois. Following and exercising 

fire safety measure can reduce your risk of fire or injuries related to fires not only during the 

holiday season but every day. 

Keep the wreath red campaign began in 1954 in Naperville to raise awareness about holiday 

fire safety. Wreaths will be placed and lite with red bulbs outside of the OSFM offices in 

Springfield and at the Thompson Center in Chicago. White light bulbs will replace the red bulbs 

when a fire related death is reported in the state. These white lights are not just bulbs; they 

represent a person! That person could be your Mom, Dad, Brother, Sister, Aunt, Uncle, Friend 

or neighbor. The goal of the campaign is to strive for zero fire related deaths during the holiday 

season. Follow the OSFM on Facebook and Twitter for holiday safety tips or visit our website at 

www.sfm.illinois.gov 

I want to personally wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy holiday season.  
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Chicago Firefighter Edward Singleton Badge Ceremony 

 

 

 

  

The Chicago Fire Department honored 

fallen firefighter Edward Singleton in a 

ceremony adding his badge to the wall 

at the Quinn Fire Academy. He was the 

second member of the CFD to succumb 

to the coronavirus in April.  

Following the ceremony at the fire 

academy, Edward Singleton’s family 

installed an inscribed stone at the 

Chicago Firefighter and Paramedic 

Memorial Park to honor Edward’s 

service.  

Fire Marshal Perez was in attendance 

and presented the family with a 

proclamation from Governor JB Pritzker 

and a flag.  

Photos Courtesy: Chicago Fire Department 
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Walter Schroeder Fire Prevention and Life Safety Award Recipent 

 

  

Walter Schroeder is a 31-year veteran of the Chicago Fire Department and Deputy District Chief. He 

was certified as a Youth Firesetter Interventionist in 2006, and since, has been actively supporting 

this program.  Chief Schroeder has been one of the most active and dedicated Youth Firesetter 

Interventionist for the Office of the State Fire Marshal since our agency took over the program, in 

2014.  He has never denied one of our requests to reach out and do an intervention to a youth 

firesetter in the Chicago area. 

Chief Schroeder helps the OSFM by promoting the Youth Firesetter Intervention Program classes in 

the Chicago area, in a joint effort with the Office of the State Fire Marshal. In 2019, Chief Schroeder 

provided OSFM with or had conducted more than 50% of all YFS interventions.  He has hosted and 

taught several classes at the Chicago Fire Department.  As a result, there has been a significant 

increase in the number of YFS interventionists that were certified by the Office of the State Fire 

Marshal. He has been working with the Chicago Fire Department-Office of Fire Investigations (OFI), 

Cook County Juvenile Court/Probation Department, Chicago Police Department-Arson Section, 

Chicago Public School System, Private Schools, School Principals/Guidance Counselors, DCFS, 

Parents/Guardians, and youths.   

Chief Schroeder, since taking over the program in Chicago, has developed relationships with 

numerous hospitals, schools and courts. He and his team build relationships with these kids and try 

to stay connected with them as much as possible through the program and even after they complete 

it. The recidivism is very low for many of the student he was telling us because they are very good 

about staying in contact with these kids and trying to help prevent them from going back to their old 

ways.  

Congratulations Chief!  

State Fire Marshal Matt Perez presented Deputy District Chief Walter Schroeder of the 

Chicago Fire Department with his Fire Prevention and Life Safety Award. Fire Commissioner 

Richard C. Ford II was on hand as well.  
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OSFM Employee Spotlight 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Was born in Fort Riley 

Kansas and parents moved to IL in 1999. I have lived in 

Athens ever since  

Tell us about your family? I have two fur babies. One 

Goldendoodle named Bella and a Yorkie named Josie  

Favorite food(s)? Anything Italian  

Hobbies? Being out on the lake with friends   

What’s your favorite movie or book? Ace Ventura Pet Detective or any comedy 

movie in general  

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your 

speakers? Country; Luke Combs, Riley Green, Morgan Wallen 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? Dentist  

What’s your favorite part of the job? My coworkers 

What’s something unique about you? I have a freckle on my right eye 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Orange beach Alabama/ Hawaii 

(Honolulu) 

Where is your bucket list destination? Italy 
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The OSFM Small Equipment Grant Program  

 

  

The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) application period is open for the Small Equipment Grant 

Program. All interested departments should send an application to OSFM no later than January 29, 

2021. OSFM will award $3.3 million to eligible fire departments and ambulance services during this 

application period.  

The Small Equipment Grant Program was established to provide grants of up to $26,000 for the 

purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment. A total of $3.5 million was awarded to 154 

fire departments/districts and EMS providers in June. This program is an innovative approach to a 

problem that has long caused difficulties for the fire departments and not-for-profit ambulance 

services in Illinois, particularly those that have hardships in generating the necessary revenue for small 

equipment. The purpose is to allow eligible applicants the opportunity to purchase small tools and 

equipment that they may otherwise not be able to purchase. In addition to firefighting personal 

protective equipment (PPE), applicants can also apply for personal infection control items such as 

masks, gowns and gloves this application cycle. Most Illinois fire departments, fire protection districts 

and township fire departments are eligible to apply. In addition, stand-alone, not-for-profit ambulance 

service providers are eligible to apply. 

Fire department, fire protection districts and township fire department applicants are required to have 

participated in the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) for a minimum of two years prior 

to applying. Due to NFIRS undergoing updates at this time, the OSFM will require departments to be 

current through June 2020 for this grant period.  

Please fill out the Small Equipment Grant Program application electronically. There are drop down 

menus available in the electronic application that can help you to complete the application. 

The OSFM Produced a video to help departments/districts answer questions when filling out the 

application:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G08gz3zO1iA&feature=youtu.be 

Additional information including the application can be found here: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Iam/FireDepartment/Grants-and-

Loans/Pages/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2lKJADTq30x027VLZUazoBZVtynRWD91meoygszVGPng61et5N

SFhblXc 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G08gz3zO1iA&feature=youtu.be
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Iam/FireDepartment/Grants-and-Loans/Pages/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2lKJADTq30x027VLZUazoBZVtynRWD91meoygszVGPng61et5NSFhblXc
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Iam/FireDepartment/Grants-and-Loans/Pages/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2lKJADTq30x027VLZUazoBZVtynRWD91meoygszVGPng61et5NSFhblXc
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Iam/FireDepartment/Grants-and-Loans/Pages/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2lKJADTq30x027VLZUazoBZVtynRWD91meoygszVGPng61et5NSFhblXc
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The OSFM Honors Our Veterans-Thank You for your Service! 

 

  

Ken Arnold 

James Bentley 

Michael Douglas 

Larry Eaton 

Scott Johnson 

Ron Fowler 

Mitch Kushner 

Kevin Smith 

John Thomas 

Greg Vespa 

Larry Warren 

Les Albert 

Dan Bauer 

Bob Capuani 

Jim Coffey 

Patrick Polick 

Daniel Starks 

Greg Yurevich 

Mike Poel Bernie Arends 

Tony Nichols 

Zaelon 

Rohwedder 

Alix Armstead 

Terry R. Brown 

Milly Morales 
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Holiday Decoration Safety 
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Holiday Decoration Safety 
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Holiday Decoration Safety 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  November 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 11 

 

Keep the Wreath Red Campaign 

  

The OSFM will once again be hosting the Keep the Wreath Red Campaign at our office in Springfield. 

This campaign raises awareness about the importance of fire safety during the holiday season 

(December 1st through January 2nd. Unfortunately, last year 15 lives were lost in fire related incidents 

during the holiday season in Illinois. Following and exercising fire safety measure can reduce the risk of 

fire or injuries related to fires not only during the holiday season but every day.  

Keep the wreath red campaign began in 1954 in Naperville to raise awareness about holiday fire safety. 

Wreaths will be placed and lite with red bulbs outside of the OSFM office in Springfield. White light bulbs 

will replace the red bulbs when a fire related death is reported in the state. These white lights are not 

just bulbs; they represent a person! That person could be your Mom, Dad, Brother, Sister, Aunt, Uncle, 

Friend or neighbor. The goal of the campaign is to strive for zero fire related deaths during the holiday 

season. 

Visit the OSFM’s social media pages to follow the campaign. 
Facebook: @IllinoisStateFireMarshal 
Twitter: @ILFireMarshal 
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Heating Safety 
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Chicago Cooking Safety Media Event 

  The Fire Marshal Perez joined Fire Commissioner 

Richard C. Ford II and members from the Chicago 

Fire Department Fire Prevention Division to raise 

awareness about the importance of cooking 

safety during Thanksgiving. Home Depot and 

Jewel donated items for the event. A 

demonstration was conducted during the media 

event showing how quickly a fire can grow out of 

control if you improperly use a turkey fryer. 

These same safety steps can be used during the 

holiday season as some will fry turkeys for their 

holiday celebration meals. 

The video of the demonstration can be found 

here: https://youtu.be/V-8D9_WN5J0 

https://youtu.be/V-8D9_WN5J0
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 

  

Reminder: The State of Illinois 

Preliminary Exposure Reduction 

Project is still available to 

departments! If you haven’t 

completed the training, think about 

doing it ASAP. This joint venture was 

developed to deliver critical 

firefighter health and life safety 

research, education, training and 

basic equipment to fire departments 

across the state. The intent of the 

project is to provide departments 

with free basic equipment that can 

be used for preliminary exposure 

reduction (gross decontamination or 

decon) of personnel on incident 

response scenes, as well as training 

on how to use those tools. The 

recommended decon equipment 

includes common household items 

that are easily obtainable and fit 

into a space the size of a standard 5-

gallon bucket. 

More information and links to the 

training videos can be found by 

visiting: fsi.illinois.edu 

file:///C:/Users/JC.Fultz/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/fsi.illinois.edu
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PS&E Training Short Video 

  

The OSFM Division of Personnel Standard and 

Education (PS&E) continue to produce tutorial 

videos to help you navigate and use their many 

services. This training short tutorial from PS&E 

walks you through the fdmail account. It's the 

main communications tool between the OSFM 

and fire departments in Illinois. Make sure you 

are checking this email to ensure you are 

receiving all proper communications. 

The tutorial video can be found by visiting the 

PS&E portal on the OSFM website or by visiting 

the OSFM YouTube channel at 

https://youtu.be/Oy-DKqY5bws. 

PS&E have other tutorial videos covering Portal 

Roster Updates, Portal Calendar and Course 

Reference Materials. These videos can be found 

by visiting the media tab on the OSFM website: 

sfm.illinois.gov. 

https://youtu.be/Oy-DKqY5bws
file:///C:/Users/JC.Fultz/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/sfm.illinois.gov
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Alternative Fuel Vehicles (AFV) Training Opportunity 

  
It’s projected that in the next three years 

there will be around twelve million Alternative 

Fuel Vehicles (AFV) on US roadways. Fire 

Departments and Districts have continued to 

adapt to new vehicle technologies and 

designs over the years. It’s important that 

firefighters and first responders understand 

the hidden dangers and other hazards that 

come along with responding and rescuing 

passengers from AFVs. The National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA) has produced 

documents and training related to AFVs. Visit 

evsafetytraining.org/training to learn more.  

file:///C:/Users/JC.Fultz/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/evsafetytraining.org/training
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Congratulations Manhattan Fire Protection District Iso 1 Rating 

  The Office of the State Fire Marshal offers its 

congratulations to the Manhattan Fire Protection 

District (MFPD) for being awarded an ISO Class 1 

Public Protection Classification (PPC) rating! MFPD 

is one of 26 departments in Illinois with this 

classification and one of 293 departments out of 

over 46,000 departments nationwide. 

“Through this evaluation, ISO has recognized 

MFPD’s efforts in reducing risk and loss in the 

community,” said MFPD Fire Chief Steve Malone. 

“The achievement of a Class 1 Public Protection 

Classification clearly demonstrates that the MFPD 

is continually seeking ways to raise the level of 

service, excellence and commitment the fire district 

has to the public safety of our citizens.” 

The Insurance Services Office (ISO) provides 

statistical information on risk. ISO’s rating system 

evaluates communities in four primary categories: 

• Emergency communications systems, 

including facilities for the public to report fires, 

staffing, training, certification of 

telecommunications and facilities for dispatching 

fire departments. 

• The fire department, including equipment, 

staffing, training and geographical deployment of 

fire companies. 

• The water supply system, including the 

inspections and flow testing of hydrants and a 

careful evaluation of the amount of available 

water compared with the amount needed to 

suppress fires. 

• Community efforts to reduce the risk of 

fire, including fire prevention codes and 

enforcement, public fire safety education and 

fire investigation programs. 
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Drowsy Driving Prevention Week November 1st-8th  

  The National Sleep 

Foundation holds Drowsy 

Driving Prevention Week 

(DDPW) each year the week 

following the end of 

Daylight-Saving Time. 

The goal of this annual 

campaign is to reduce the 

number of drivers who 

drive while sleep deprived. 

Drowsy driving is 

responsible for more than 

6,400 U.S. deaths annually. 

Fall-asleep crashes are 

often caused by voluntarily 

not getting the sleep you 

need. 

The National Highway 

Traffic Safety 

Administration 

conservatively estimates 

that 100,000 police-

reported crashes are the 

direct result of driver 

fatigue each year. This 

results in an estimated 

1,550 deaths, 71,000 

injuries, and $12.5 billion in 

monetary losses. These 

figures may be the tip of 

the iceberg, since currently 

it is difficult to attribute 

crashes to sleepiness. 

#SLEEPFIRST 
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National Traffic Incident Response Awareness Week November 9th-15th  

  2020 National Traffic Incident 

Response Awareness Week was 

November 9th-15th. This year’s 

theme was: Slow Down, Move Over, 

Be Safe. 

The goal of National Traffic Incident 

Response Awareness Week is, for 

the fourth year, to reach out to 

every responder, and to every 

driver, and to every passenger, to 

make it clearer that every person 

has a role to play. This year over 

3400 people will die and 390,000 

will be injured because of distracted 

driving. 

Put your phone down while driving, 

keep your eyes on the road, obey 

the speed limit and other traffic 

control devices, never drive 

impaired, and if you see first 

responders or tow truck operators 

on the side of the road, move over 

and slow down. Remember to Give 

Them Room, they are there to help 

you!  
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Winter Weather Preparedness Week November 16th-22nd  

  Winter Weather Preparedness Week was 

November 16th-22nd. This week is set aside 

every year as a reminder to residents of 

Illinois to prepare for the cold and snow 

that old man winter brings to the state. A 

study published in 2020 by the University 

of Illinois Chicago found that nearly 95-

percent of temperature related deaths in 

Illinois were due to cold weather.   

The Illinois Emergency Management 

Agency and the National Weather Service 

worked together to produce a Winter 

Weather Preparedness Guide. This guide 

has tips and tools families need to prepare 

for harsh winter weather.  

Fire safety is another top priority during 

the winter months. Make sure all smoke 

alarms and CO detectors are working 

monthly. Have your heating equipment 

checked and serviced by a professional. If 

you plan to use a portable generator, 

make sure it is outside, keep away from 

windows so that the exhaust from the 

generator can’t leak into the home. Don’t 

use a stove to heat your home and make 

sure space heaters have, well, space!  

Before setting off on a road trip, make sure 

to check the forecast first! If snow or ice is 

forecast to impact the state, visit 

gettingaroundillinois.com for the latest 

road conditions from the Illinois 

Department of Transportation.  

Being prepared for the cold and snowy 

months will not only mean you will stay 

warm this winter but will also ensure that 

you are safe.  

https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
gettingaroundillinois.com
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Kudos/OSFM Retirements 

  

Dale Simpson 

We can't all be experts on 

everything, but we all have 

the ability to find an expert. 

Thank you for being such a 

helpful expert. 

Connie 
Village of East Galesburg 

Thank You Storage Tank Safety Specialist Craig Adams for 

10.5 years of service to the OSFM! Enjoy Retirement! 

Thank You Webmaster Paul Beatty for 7.5 years with the 

OSFM and 30 years of service to the State of Illinois! Enjoy 

Retirement! 
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Kid’s Corner 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  November 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 25 

 

Kid’s Corner 

 


